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 Well, here we are; the last meeting and newsletter before we take two months off for the summer. With the price of gas, we might as well have meetings throughout the summer; no one can afford to travel very far anyway. I hope the gas prices make their way down by August 18, 19, and 20th so that everyone can make it to Reno, NV for the FOHBC NATIONAL SHOW 2006. This is the BIG one folks. This one you want to show up early and stay late all three days (and, of course, wear your green club shirts). Rhudy & Nancy Fowler are the only members I know of who have selling tables lined up, so I guess their table will be the rendezvous place for club members. I hope to see everybody there. 

          Speaking of summer, please keep an eye on your mail box for a flier for this years summer picnic bash. Now, old man Webster defines bash as a gala event, and that’s just what it is when hosted by Larry, Eileen, Billie, Lance, and Kevin Westfall. This wonderful family of club members has hosted this annual event for the past several years, and if you’ve never attended one, all I can say is you’ve missed out. The flier will let you know what’s planned, what to bring, and how to get there; so, watch for the flier, and please R.S.V.P. promptly. 

     Back a few years ago, when I collected just about every type of liquid refreshment bottle you can think of, I got some good advice from club member Jon Lawson. He told me if I tried to collect everything I’d end up with two things: needing a bigger house, and a collection that wasn’t worth squat. I took his advice and specialized. Since I had spent 11 years in the liquor delivery business I chose Western Whiskeys as my main collectible, with a sub-collection of San Diego bottles. I consider Jon Lawson my mentor in collecting western whiskeys, and I’m proud to mention that this month’s meeting program will be on “Rare San Diego Whiskey Bottles” presented by Jon Lawson. Jon is among the most knowledgeable individuals I’ve met in bottle collecting, and I’m sure everyone will enjoy his presentation. Please join us.
     To those of you who will have the misfortune of missing this month’s meeting I’d like to take the opportunity to wish you a safe and enjoyable summer. I hope your collectible finds are many, and that you will bring them to September’s meeting where we will have an expanded Show & Tell in lieu of a program. 
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